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uniting him to them all. Withdrawing into himself
from all the entanglements of life, from all the special
connexions of society, and realising to the full his
individual selfhood and his separation from every
other thing or being, he found that, when most alone,
he was least alone, and that just in the inmost secret
of his soul, he was at one with all mankind.

But in this way the Stoic had discovered that the
deepest, and, in a sense, the most individual experiences
of humanity are also the most universal. It is what
is particular, the special characteristics of the indi-
vic^ual and the race, the special traditions of each
family and nation, the special disposition and ten-
dencies of each man, that hold us apart and make
us incomprehensible to each other; but when we get
down to the root of humanity, to the self-conscious-
ness that makes us men, we find that our differences
have been left behind or have become transparent,
and that the language spoken by each individual is
intelligible to all. The inmost secret of each man's
heart is the secret of the whole world, and if we
only go deep enough, we can evoke an echo in every
breast. Hence it is just the greatest poets, those
whose range of thought and feeling is widest,
who are secure of a welcome everywhere; while
those who express the special sentiments of any
nation or class cannot be understood beyond their
country and time, except by elaborate study and